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Are We There Yet?       Are We There Yet?   ( Exodus 13:17 - 22   KJV)   And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land  of the Philistines, although that was  near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see  war, and they return to Egypt: But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red  sea: and the children of Israel went up harn essed out of the land of Egypt.   And  Moses took the bones of  Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall  carry up my bones away hence with you. And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham,  in the edge o f the wilderness. And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the  way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of  the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by ni ght, from before the people.     hen you are o n a journey with small children; there’ s one question you will sooner or later have to  face. The kids definitely will ask it. They will ask it even though you warn them you never want to  hear it again. They will   ask it as if they had a judicial legal obligation to do it. It will irritate you like  fingernails scraping up against blackboard. The inquisitive question will be , “Daddy,  are we there yet? ”   “ Mother,  are we there yet? ”   “ Papa,  are we there yet? ” Hopefully,   I’m not the only one who has been asked  this inquisitive question, “Are we there yet?”     In the tenor and the tone of the text, God was about to lead Israel out of Egyptian captivity. There  was a well traveled highway, a major trade - route called the  Via Ma ris that   ran straight from Egypt to Palestine.  It was heavily guarded by Egyptian forts to protect against any possible invading armies. It ran t hrough  Philistine territory. Y ou could call it the ,   “Philistine  Inter - State.”     It would have taken Israel about   ten   days to make the journey. This might sound simple enough! Yet ,   God had a detour in mind. He took Israel the long way around. God led them in the direction of the Red Sea  instead which at first glance seemed like a dead end   road .     God often does not le ad us along the shortest route in this life in which we live. If you permit the  Lord to direct your steps, expect to be led occasionally on paths that may seem unnecessarily long and  indirect. It’s imperative to remind yourself that God knows what He’s doi ng, and He isn’t in a hurry.     On the day of the Exodus , the whole nation gathered . This is the day they’ve waited   for   aft er 400  years of bondage. They are   setting out on their exciting journey to the promise land.  The Israelites had - no  maps, n o GPS, no  Global Positioning Satellite to guide them. They’ve got something much better!  They have  a pillar of cloud by day ,   and a pillar of fire by night to usher them to the promise land.      God usher ed   them with His presence.  What else   did they have going for the m? Well, they had the  reminder of God’s promises in the bones   of Joseph. There they are   lookin g at Joseph bones in his coffin.  T hey are remembering promises that had been made hundreds of years ago to their ancestors, long before  Joseph, remembering that G od had amazingly fulfilled His promises.      After four hundred years, surely there would have been some in Israel who doubted whether God  was g oing to fulfill His promises. But just in case   any doubter would be told, "Look at the box, lo ok at the 
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(Exodus 13:17-22 KJV)

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: But God led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you. And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.
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hen you are on a journey with small children; there’s one question you will sooner or later have to face. The kids definitely will ask it. They will ask it even though you warn them you never want to hear it again. They will ask it as if they had a judicial legal obligation to do it. It will irritate you like fingernails scraping up against blackboard. The inquisitive question will be, “Daddy, are we there yet?” “Mother, are we there yet?” “Papa, are we there yet?” Hopefully, I’m not the only one who has been asked this inquisitive question, “Are we there yet?”



In the tenor and the tone of the text, God was about to lead Israel out of Egyptian captivity. There was a well traveled highway, a major trade-route called the Via Maris that ran straight from Egypt to Palestine. It was heavily guarded by Egyptian forts to protect against any possible invading armies. It ran through Philistine territory. You could call it the, “Philistine Inter-State.”



It would have taken Israel about ten days to make the journey. This might sound simple enough! Yet, God had a detour in mind. He took Israel the long way around. God led them in the direction of the Red Sea instead which at first glance seemed like a dead end road.



God often does not lead us along the shortest route in this life in which we live. If you permit the Lord to direct your steps, expect to be led occasionally on paths that may seem unnecessarily long and indirect. It’s imperative to remind yourself that God knows what He’s doing, and He isn’t in a hurry.



On the day of the Exodus, the whole nation gathered. This is the day they’ve waited for after 400 years of bondage. They are setting out on their exciting journey to the promise land. The Israelites had-no maps, no GPS, no Global Positioning Satellite to guide them. They’ve got something much better!  They have a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night to usher them to the promise land. 



God ushered them with His presence. What else did they have going for them? Well, they had the reminder of God’s promises in the bones of Joseph. There they are looking at Joseph bones in his coffin. They are remembering promises that had been made hundreds of years ago to their ancestors, long before Joseph, remembering that God had amazingly fulfilled His promises. 



After four hundred years, surely there would have been some in Israel who doubted whether God was going to fulfill His promises. But just in case any doubter would be told, "Look at the box, look at the box, Joseph’s bones are in that box, just like he said he would be, just like he said God would do; God is taking us out of Egypt.”





God is ushering them out of Egypt, across the Red Sea, through the wilderness and into their final destination the promise land. They are already in battle formation. The men are in front in case of an ambush, and in the rear, the more vulnerable stand with weakness in their knees. The pillar of fire and cloud starts to move, but it’s going the wrong way! The Promised Land is north and God is going south. He’s taking a big detour! 



God’s has his reasoning behind taking a detour. I imagine God said, “If they take the Philistine Interstate, take the easy way and then suddenly run headfirst into a major conflict, they might backslide, and return to Egypt.” If life was too easy, if we never had a setback and had smooth sailings most of our lives, then when something ambushes us, like heart disease, we might not be prepared on how to handle the situation. 



Remember as a kid learning to ride a bike? At first your dad ran behind you holding up the bicycle. Then he decided to let you go. You fell down more than a few times, but you got back up because you enjoyed the ride. God wants us to grow up, and learn to ride the obstacles of life that knock us down. But because we enjoy the ride, when we fall, we get right back up again all in due time. He never gives us more than we can handle until we’re ready for it. The question still arise “Are we there yet?”



 God led Israel on a roundabout way through the desert toward the Red Sea. He even told Israel to reverse course, and make camp on a dead end road up against the Red Sea. It led Pharaoh to think, “They’re lost and confused. I’ll run them down and bring them back to Egypt again.” 



Egypt represents, Satan’s kingdom of darkness. The taskmasters represent the fallen angels and demons. Pharaoh represents Satan himself and of course, the Israelite represents God’s spirit children who are in bondage to sin all over the Earth.



The name “Pharaoh” means “sun” or “his nakedness.” Pharaoh’s effects and dominance in the affairs of our life scorches and burns us in the wrong way. He strips us bare, leaving us destitute, naked, exposed and defeated. 



He reduces us to slaves in a slime pit! God’s will is that we are in His Son (Jesus Christ) and personally know the truth and power of being covered and clothed by His precious blood.



God said, “I will use Pharaoh and his army to put my Glory on display before all Egypt!” Pharaoh took the bait and came charging like killer bees behind God’s children.



 Israel chickened out and complained, “God weren’t the cemeteries big enough in Egypt that you took us into the desert to die? We would’ve been better off back in slavery!” God said, “You just wait and see!” The problem with us is. When God moved on our behalf, we refuse to let Him work it out! There’s too much complaining and not enough Hallelujah! “Are we there yet?”



Do you know that God specializes in ushering?



Often times, we do not know or forget from whence comes ushering. God was the very first usher. He ushered in day and light (Genesis 1:3-4) and ushered man into the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:15).

Ushers or forerunners are depicted throughout the Bible. Abraham ushered faithfulness into the world (Genesis 22). Moses ushered the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt (Exodus 15). Joshua his successor ushered them into the promise land (Joshua 1).



God ushered Himself into Mary. The Star of Bethlehem ushered the wise men of the east to the place where Christ ushered Himself into a manger. John the Baptist, forerunner of Christ, ushered the coming of Christ, and prepared the way.  He was the voice crying in the wilderness (John 1:6-13).



The pillar of cloud and fire moved between the Egyptian army and Israel like a shield. God sent a powerful east wind that pushed the seawater back which opened a land bridge to safety. Families ran forward as babies cried, children left footprints in the sand, cattle and sheep bleated, and the whole congregation got through to the other side. 



When the Egyptians tried to follow, the wheels of their chariots stuck in the mud. Seaweed wrapped around their axles like hands holding them back. Then with a roar like Niagara Falls the wall of water collapsed over them, and not one of Pharaohs’ army men survived. Israel stood marveled while watching God’s power and glory. 





I can hear someone in the crowd saying, “We made it” and asked Moses, “So where do we go from here?” Throughout the bible God sums it up in two words, if you want to know where we’re going “Follow me!” 



God ushered them through the wilderness by means of the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. That fire by night should remind you of Moses at the burning bush that was not consumed when the Angel of the Lord spoke out the flames. Think of Mt Sinai it was covered with cloud, smoke, lightning and fire. The awesome presence of God! 



It was there upon Mount Sinai, where God gave the Ten Commandments. His written word as a spiritual road guide for his people, and today we have the bible. What’s more important we have the Holy Spirit, who sets our heart on fire like he did the disciples at Pentecost. 



Before you begin your journey today; I encourage you to take Jesus with you. You too will face unexpected “detours” in your life journey and you will never be more aware of how close you can get to Christ in those moments. He may take you on a roundabout way. You might ask more than once, “Are we there yet?” We’re close! We’re closer than we’ve ever been before. Soon and very soon, he will get us home to the Promised Land. Amen!



1 | Page




