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Don’t Drop Out of Church
(Act 20:7-12 KJV)

And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together. And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead. And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him. When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day, so he departed. And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.

What do preaching, teaching, and sleeping all have in similarity? All three occur in the story of Eutychus, the man who fell out of the third story window while listening to the preaching of Apostle Paul who according to scripture preached a long time in Troas even until midnight (Acts 20:7-12). This brief sequence of events stirs the inquisitiveness of any attentive reader and raises the question, “What is the point of the story?” Some Theologians answer this question by emphasizing on the miraculous resurrection of Eutychus from the dead. Here was a man who fell asleep during the service, “like we do sometimes, if I might add” and he fell out the window and made a tremendous impact with the ground and death consumed him. There wasn’t enough time to warn him, there wasn’t enough time to scream at him, and there wasn’t enough time to run down the stairway to catch him. 
He was a man who dropped out of church and life escaped his body. In these days the citizen would work during the day on the Romans watch and retire around early noon and dusk; but this isn’t the reason Eutychus from my theological perspective was tired that he couldn’t pay attention to the message and the massager. Why? The scripture declared it was the first day of the week and on Sundays no one labored but worshiped the Lord uninterrupted. So, what is the significant of the story? 
According to James Montgomery Boice in his theological view point; he points out the significance of the incident that it was possible that Paul was not going to see these believers again. This is a farewell sermon. Moreover, they were observing the Lord’s Supper, and it was clear that they would not do that together again until they were together in the New Jerusalem. And sadly they would all die and bodies would become victims of the last enemy to be destroyed call death, though they would be raised again from corruptible to the incorruptible byway of a spiritual transformation. 
It is possible the story of Eutychus is a picture of our future reunion after physical death. If it is, then it is a picture from which we can take heart. We are alive now and are with other believers, but death will come and invade our territory. If this life were all there is, that would be the end. But it is not the end, because there is a resurrection, and we will meet again.
As Christians we need to acknowledge the sacred preached Word of God. It is one of the reasons we need to attend Church. We need weekly to sit under someone who takes the Bible and tell us what God has instructed. Some sermons may be long and some may be short. Yet, the issue is not the consensus of the sermon but the content used to offer Salvation. We need to hear and we are instructed to hear the preaching of the Word of God. That is one of the purposes we assemble together as Christians.

The question should be asked,” Why did Paul preach so long?” - Maybe it was due to the:
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