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It's Just A Matter Of Time

(Acts 1:8-11 KJV)
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
I

t shouldn't amaze us as believers that Jesus indeed rose from the dead. It was this Jesus in the text that forty days earlier carried a physical cross that was made of wood. We all must face the fact that the cross in which He was executed on was indeed an extreme instrument of pain, pure torture, fear, and ultimately death. But let me also hurriedly exclaim that Jesus brought us forgiveness, reconciliation, transformation, regeneration, love, and life - as He hung between two worlds and bleed, suffered and died by the execution of the cross. Byway the cross, Jesus redeemed us, and healed not only the sin of Adam in the garden. But He also opened paradise once again to all of creation. What had been closed by the sin of the first Adam had been opened by the love of the last Adam (Jesus). 

After the resurrection of Jesus he spent approximately forty days with the disciples. He let them lay hands on Him. He ate and drank with them. He continued to teach them diligently. He went as far to show them the place where the nails had been pounded into His hands and feet. Moreover He showed them where the spear had been thrust through His side. Although He suffered a gruesome martyrdom, Jesus in the text is still alive. He's getting ready to abode a cloud and get out of town and take His rightful place beside the Heavenly Father. And leave His disciples and followers to be His witnesses. 
At this particular time Jesus was fulfilling the promises that He made over the course of His earthly ministry. Over those forty days after the resurrection, our text tells us, Jesus offered up all of these "convincing proofs" that everything He had ever done and said was true: He is the Messiah. The Savior; He is God in the flesh. And it was time for Him to ascend to the throne and to make intercession for humanity. This is one of the main reasons He ascended back to heaven. But hold up wait a minute! There's other reason why He ascended as well.
I. Jesus Ascended So That He Could Send The Holy Spirit:
For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence (Acts 1:5).

The risen Jesus appeared to the apostles and gave them these instructions. He tells them that something is going to happen to them. They are going to be baptized with the Holy Spirit, it was just a matter of time, and this fulfillment would take place on the day of Pentecost. This baptism of the Holy Spirit is the promise of the Father which Jesus had previously told them about it.
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