Take Your Pick


Take Your Pick!!

(Matthew 27:15-23 KJV)
15 Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would.16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.21 The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas.22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.23 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified.
T

he expedited story of Jesus and Barabbas is one of  absolute substitution. If you have ever had a substitute teacher in school then you've experienced first hand what “substitution” means. A substitute teacher is one who temporarily takes the place of the regular teacher when he or she is absent from the classroom setting. Moreover, “Substituting” is switching places kind of like the game of ping pong—it involves a positioning from point A to point B. When Jesus died on the cross for you and me, He occupied our position—and utterly became our substitute. Glory be to God, that He (Emmanuel) took our place and died for us. A writer by the name of Dorman Follow once said, “It was on the cross that Jesus made his substitutionary atonement for us. But often times it is difficult for each of us to know what substitutionary atonement means. The only way we can know this is from the vantage point of releasing of Barabbas, and the other guilty criminal that were sentenced to death. Fortunately, our Lord knew how he could engage us in learning about our atonement—so He gave us a simplistic example by way of using Barabbas.”
As we should know by way of Christian education—Jesus was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane, and was force to endure six unjust trails thereafter. The sinless Son of God was put on trial as a common criminal and sentenced to death. During the night and into the next morning, six trials were held—three were by the Jews and three by the Romans. These trials were totally unfair because the Lord's enemies had already made up their minds that Jesus was guilty and that He should die. But hold on wait a minute! Jesus' final trial would be to face another Judge, His Father, in which we call the seventh trial of Jesus. 

The six trails were unjust in many ways. These men tried to get rid of the Lord Jesus by whatever means possible. And holding his trial at night was contrary to Jewish law. According to the law honest witnesses should have been heard confirming His breaking of the law. Moreover, a lawyer or defense attorney should have been given to Jesus, not just a slap in the face. I'm applaud that everything they did was wrong and was done with wrong motives—really all that mattered to these Jewish leaders was to remove Jesus from the earth and get rid of Him! And Pilate received that final opportunity to either conserve the life of Jesus, or to condense the life of Jesus.
I. The Power of Pontius Pilate:

This chapter gives witness to the fact, that Jesus is indeed standing his final trial before Pilate. As we identify this man, we know this much of his background—the gospel writers call him the “governor” of Judea. His actual title was “prefect.” In the Roman system, prefects were men who came from the Equestrian class, the “Roman guard.” This meant that they were well-to-do men who owned a little bit of property. In fact, they were usually assigned to small geographical territories that needed supervision.
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