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A Number Heaven Couldn’t Count  

 

(Revelations 7:9 KJV) 

 

After this I beheld , and, lo , a great multitude, which no man could number , of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 

tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. 

o you my mind if I ask you a question? Where are you going? What is your next destination? That's 

two of the most important questions for a traveler. And we the living are considered pilgrims 

traveling through a barren land. Certainly, death will call each  of us and moves us on to the next 

destiny.  

This earthy house, in which we reside, will one day return back to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to 

ashes, and dust to dust. But the soul must move on to its predestined destiny. Where there’s an entrance of  

the soul into the body. There’s an exit of the soul out of the body  to enter into the presence of the living 

God. With that being said, “If you live right you’ll die right.”  Most importantly there’s a call after death that 

each of us must answer: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth  

(Philippians 2:10).  

To claim stability in this earthy house is illusion. So those who cannot abide illusion must raise the 

question. If heaven is not the answer to the question, our whole faith is false, and Jesus was a fool. Matter of 

fact, have you ever wondered if heaven is truly real? The Apostle John has the answers each of us is seeking 

for.  

There have been many claims of after death experiences; claiming  the reality of heaven. There was a 

story aired on Fox News concerning a boy named Colton Burpo. While in Nebraska this little lad of a boy 

took seriously ill. As his family prayed at the hospital, it was stated that this three year old kid wouldn’t 

survived; and all of a sudden he survived a life saving surgery. 

One day his father was passing the hospital and asked Colton if he would like to go and visit the 

hospitable people, who helped him recover inside. But! Colton surprisely said, “No, the angels will probably 

sing to me all day.” If that’s not enough! Colton stated that he had visited heaven and the city was 

multicolored bright. The streets were paved with gold, and he sat upon Jesus’ lap  and played with Him.  

If that’s not enough! Colton stated that he seen his grandfather who die d 30 years before he was 

born. Strangely, he didn’t have his glasses that he seen in an old photo and he looked younger  in heaven. 

Colton looks up at his mother’s face and said, “Mom I have two sisters and you could of told me you loss 

one by miscarriage.” But! You see his mom never informed him about his first sister’s death, and was amazed 

at his testimony. 

Listen! No one ever explained angels to Colton. No one ever explained heaven to Colton, nor ever 

introduced him to Jesus. He experienced it for himself. 
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John in the text informs us on what to expect concerning heaven:



I. John’s Surprised Visitation:



John has been abandoned on the Isle of Patmos. After being boiled and escaping a hot pot of oil. He has been left out there to die by the salvaging of wild beast! While on the Isle of Patmos - John was there for one purpose – to receive the revelation of things yet to come.



 Jesus our heavenly host felt John’s suffering and invited him to heaven. John saw and spoke with Him in his glorious splendor. He is invited to look into the throne room of heaven. 

The invitation Jesus offers to John is to come and see what must take place after this. He allows John to preview the book of destiny of what will unfold at the end of time. Out of the book of destiny, John witnesses things which were unspeakable in explanation; but writable by hand with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Write what you see and hear! This is what Jesus commanded John and present to the seven churches of Asia Minor.

This same invitation given to John is universal and timeless in scope, and available to anyone at anytime. Here’ what I’m trying to express: To be “somebody” in Hollywood or a “bigwig” in politics, you must be at all the right parties and functions to be with all the right people. When Prince Charles and Lady Di visited Washington, D.C. and a social gala was given in their honor, the hot topic was, “Who will be invited to the party?” The “have's” get an invitation; and the “have not's” don't. Haven't we all felt the sting of being left out when others were invited and we were treated as misfits? But! Jesus died that each of us might inherit heaven equally.

Heaven in reality is real:

· Jacob saw angel ascending and descending from heaven upon a ladder;

· Elijah was taken into heaven by a whirlwind;

· Enoch walked into heaven because God’s house was closer than his own house;

· Jesus saw Satan fall from heaven like lighting;

· Paul even visited heaven on one occasion.



So when it comes to what John saw; Jesus showed and told him the things of heaven and I believe it. So the question is, “Will you miss hell, and make heaven?” Just because you’re religious; don’t mean you’ll make heaven. You can be religious and lost! We shouldn’t be working to get to heaven, but believing to make it there.



II. John’s Splendid Vision:

There’s an elder, who is serving as John's spiritual tour guide, he shows him a gigantic multitude of people. Like some huge victory party, they all stand around the throne of God in heaven, clothed in dazzling white robes and carrying palm branches of victory in their hands. And then the tour guide elder gently nudges John and says, “John you know who these people are, don't you?" John doesn’t quite dare to hope. It would be nice, but it just can’t be.

John observes a number of 144,000 from the tribes of Israel; but he takes a second snapshot and sees “a great multitude.”  He witnesses a number that heaven couldn’t count. There are millions, maybe even billions and trillions in his sight. He sees a number that is even greater than the number of angels he saw around the throne of God (Revelation 5:11). Amazingly the company of Christians is beyond counting. These are those who have endured the great tribulational period.

It was quite a sight to behold! John saw infants, toddlers, youngsters, teens, young adults, older adults and seasoned senior citizens. John saw those who bore the awful scars of life. They have been through birth defects, accidents, violent crimes, violent deaths and serious surgeries.

They were from a multitude of cultures, different towns and cities and countries, from the seaside to the mountaintops and everywhere in between. Yet they all related to each other, loved and understood each other, and worship with one another because of what they all had in common. When they came down to the end of their rope during the great tribulational period they tied a knot and held on.

Here are overcomers enjoying the comfort of heaven and worshiping God is what they all had in common. They are not like the 21st century church where we jump high in public worship and live low in private wrongness! 

These were true worshippers, worshipping God in stereo! Some believe that heaven will be monotone. Some believe that heaven is just an illusion or rather boring. Satan need not convince us that heaven doesn’t exist. He needs only to convince us that heaven is a boring unearthly place.

John the Revelator’s vision provides a glorious picture of what will be in heaven. There will be a high wall with twelve gates and twelve angels at the gates. The wall will have twelve foundations. The gates will be named for the twelve tribes of Israel and the foundations for the twelve apostles of Jesus Christ.

The city will be foursquare, with walls of jasper. The walls foundations will be adorned with precious gemstones. The gates will be pearls. The city itself will be made of pure gold and the streets will be paved with transparent gold. I’m planning on being with God in heaven to crown Jesus, Lord of lords and Kings of kings.



The way to heaven is through Jesus, God’s Word made flesh:

· He died until three worlds shook: Heaven, Earth, and Hell.

· He died until the sun had a hemorrhage and dripped away in blood.

· He died until the soldier said, “He must be the Son of God.”

· As our Good Sheppard He died for us;

· As our Great Sheppard He got up for us;

· As of Grand Sheppard He returns for us.

When our Lord redeems this broken world, we will be ushered into the New Jerusalem at last. The new heaven and the new earth will be the dream home come true. Until then, Like John we can see it from a distance. There is only one way to heaven and those who follow that way are guaranteed to get there. But not everyone is following that way. Are you?


