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Can Theses Bones Live 

 

 

Can These Bones Live? 

(Ezekiel 37:1-14 KJV) 

And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.  

 

zekiel was a priest and prophet who lived in the sixth century B.C. during the Babylonian exile. The 

Jews had been conquered by the Babylonian army, taken captive and brought hundreds of miles to 

Babylon. This is where the prophet Ezekiel held his preaching ministry to the Jewish community in 

exile. 

In our passage today, he had a vision where the hand of the Lord took him up and sat him down in a 

large open valley filled with dry bones. 

This was an ancient battlefield, and these were the bones of soldiers. These were the remains of 

Jewish warriors who had died fighting the Babylonians on one of the largest battlefields of Israel, perhaps 

even the famous valley of Megiddo, known as Armageddon.   

The Jews had been defeated so badly that there was no one left to bury their fallen soldiers, so their 

bodies lay in the fields until all that was left were bones.   

The Lord took Ezekiel in the spirit and sat him down in that battlefield, the place of Jewish defeat 

and death. He gave him a tour of the place.  

“Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very 

dry.” God asked Ezekiel the question, ““Son of man, can these bones live?” And Ezekiel answered, “ Who knows? O Lord 

only You know” (Ezekiel 37:2-3).  

Israel was defeated, captive, deported, and enslaved with no prospect of returning to the land. The 

Jews did not have any certainty that their nation would ever rise again. The people were losing hope is what 

Ezekiel was voicing here.  

Ezekiel speaks for all people who are discouraged, depressed, and beaten down. A lot of things can 

beat us down so that we feel like there is no possibility of us ever getting back up on our feet again. Life can 

beat us up and defeat us, just like these soldiers in this valle y were defeated. Life can deal us very severe 

blows.  

We evaluate our finances, our jobs, our marriages, our families, our health, our hearts, minds and 

souls. Financially, emotionally, and spiritually we can feel like we have no more life in us than the dry bones in 

this valley; No more of a chance at having life again than these bones had of coming back to life.  

The question to Ezekiel was, “Can these bones live?” The answer is “Yes!” Though it seems 

impossible, with God all things are possible. How can life come to dry bones? There are seven answers to this 

question.  
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(Ezekiel 37:1-14 KJV)

And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.



E

zekiel was a priest and prophet who lived in the sixth century B.C. during the Babylonian exile. The Jews had been conquered by the Babylonian army, taken captive and brought hundreds of miles to Babylon. This is where the prophet Ezekiel held his preaching ministry to the Jewish community in exile.

In our passage today, he had a vision where the hand of the Lord took him up and sat him down in a large open valley filled with dry bones.

This was an ancient battlefield, and these were the bones of soldiers. These were the remains of Jewish warriors who had died fighting the Babylonians on one of the largest battlefields of Israel, perhaps even the famous valley of Megiddo, known as Armageddon. 

The Jews had been defeated so badly that there was no one left to bury their fallen soldiers, so their bodies lay in the fields until all that was left were bones.  

The Lord took Ezekiel in the spirit and sat him down in that battlefield, the place of Jewish defeat and death. He gave him a tour of the place. 

“Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry.” God asked Ezekiel the question, ““Son of man, can these bones live?” And Ezekiel answered, “Who knows? O Lord only You know” (Ezekiel 37:2-3). 

Israel was defeated, captive, deported, and enslaved with no prospect of returning to the land. The Jews did not have any certainty that their nation would ever rise again. The people were losing hope is what Ezekiel was voicing here. 

Ezekiel speaks for all people who are discouraged, depressed, and beaten down. A lot of things can beat us down so that we feel like there is no possibility of us ever getting back up on our feet again. Life can beat us up and defeat us, just like these soldiers in this valley were defeated. Life can deal us very severe blows. 

We evaluate our finances, our jobs, our marriages, our families, our health, our hearts, minds and souls. Financially, emotionally, and spiritually we can feel like we have no more life in us than the dry bones in this valley; No more of a chance at having life again than these bones had of coming back to life. 

The question to Ezekiel was, “Can these bones live?” The answer is “Yes!” Though it seems impossible, with God all things are possible. How can life come to dry bones? There are seven answers to this question. 

I. First, Life comes by the Word of God:



Again He said to me, Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: “Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.” I will put sinews (a tough band of fibrous connective tissue that usually connects muscle to bone) on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the LORD (Ezekiel 37:4-8). 

So, I prophesied as I was commanded and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling and the bones came together bone to bone.  As I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over.  

Visualize this tremendous sight with me. God tells the prophet to prophesy to the bones. He tells this prophet to preach to people who are dead; not like Jesus speaking to Lazarus who had only been dead in the tomb four days. 

These people had been dead for decades. Their bones were dry. As verse 2 says “indeed they were very dry.” Ezekiel had a large congregation that day. It says the valley “was full of bones, there were very many in the open valley.” There wasn’t enough room in the attendance books to record the names of all the people present to hear Ezekiel preach in that day, but, they were dead! 

This valley was undoubtedly beautiful outdoor scenery. Ezekiel had thousands of people in attendance. Ezekiel stood outside with a crowd of people before him. God told him to preach to this congregation. You are talking about a dead church! This is exactly what Ezekiel experienced but we must realize that this is a vision that communicates a spiritual truth. 

II. Life comes by the Proclamation of the Word:

“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:14-17).

There is no life without the proclamation of the Word of life. The Word of God doesn’t come to live people who respond to become better people. The Word of God comes to dead people to make them alive. Life comes by the Proclamation of the Word. 

III. Life comes by hearing of the Word:

God told Ezekiel that his message to the bones was that they should listen. “O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!” How can dry bones hear the word of the Lord? They are just bones. They have no ears! There is no flesh on them! How can you hear without ears?

It gives a whole new meaning to the words that Jesus repeated often:

“He, who has ears to hear, let him hear.” These bones literally had no ears to hear. So God gave them ears. Then we have this dramatic scene when Ezekiel preached as he was commanded and as he was preaching he heard a rattling in the congregation. 

While Ezekiel was preaching he heard a noise in his congregation similar to a rattling noise. Verse seven “So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling.” The rattling noise was the sound of the dead dry bones moving and coming together. You know the lyrics to the old song!

· The head bone connected to the neck bone. 

· The neck bone connected to the shoulder bone. 

· The shoulder bone connected to the back bone.

· The back bone connected to the hip bone.

· The hip bone connected to the thigh bone.  

· The thigh bone connected to the knee bone.  

· The knee bone connected to the shin bone.  

· The shin bone connected to the ankle bone.  

· The ankle bone finally connected to the foot bone.  



Now hear the Word of the Lord!



The bones were connecting to each other. Soon, Ezekiel had a bunch of skeletons before him. Then, God put flesh and skin on them, so he had a bunch of dead bodies sitting in his congregation. But it says in verse eight “Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them.” They were flesh and blood but no life. They had ears now, but they could not hear. Life comes by proclamation of the Word. Life comes by hearing the Word. But, still there was no life yet. One thing was missing. 



IV. Life comes by the Spirit of God:

 “Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army” (Ezekiel 37: 9).

In Hebrew; which is the language the Old Testament was written in, the word for breath is exactly the same word as wind or spirit. This can be translated in any of these three ways. In fact there are different published translations that say “Prophesy to the breath” or “Prophesy to the wind” or “Prophesy to the spirit.”  

Ezekiel had in mind the creation story of Genesis chapter two. There it says that God made man’s body out of the dust of the earth and then that he “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and he became a living soul.” That’s how God created man in the beginning. 

God was recreating man in the text. Ezekiel preached the Word of God and there was a sound of a mighty rushing wind, like Job and Elijah experienced. That wind was the breath of God, the spirit of the living God, which entered into those dead corpses. 

Then all of a sudden all the bodies took one collective deep breath, and they all came alive. It says, “breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.”  Life comes by the Spirit of the Lord and Spiritual life comes only by the power of the Holy Spirit. What is the meaning of this new life given to these dry bones? 

V. This life means Hope:



Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts (Ezekiel 37: 11).



These bones represented the people and the nation of Israel. The people of Israel were without hope. They were a conquered defeated people, refugees in a foreign land. Their homeland had been destroyed, the capital of Jerusalem leveled, and the temple demolished. They had no hope that they would ever have anything like the life they once possessed. 

They felt like their life was over and they felt hopeless, but, God by his Word and by his Spirit can bring hope. This is true for us as well. Maybe you feel hopeless for any number of reasons. The Word of God and the Spirit of God can bring you hope. 

VI. This life means Return:



Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD (Ezekiel 37: 12, 14).



This vision meant that God was going to bring the Jews back to their land. And he did. It was a promise of a return. 



VII. This life means Resurrection:



This story of the valley of dry bones is a prophecy of the resurrection day. 



And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, (Ezekiel 37: 13).

There is more in this prophecy than a return to the land of Israel for the Jews in exile. There is a promise of resurrection from the grave. Though we die, we shall live because there is life beyond death as Jesus said, “He who believes in me though he die, yet shall he live.” Unless we are among those on earth when the last trumpet sounds and the Lord descends and transforms our mortal bodies in a twinkling of an eye, unless we are of that last generation, we will die as generations of Christians have died before us. Our bodies will turn to dust, our bones as dry as these bones in the valley of dry bones. Yet shall we will live again! 

It is too easy to live in hopelessness when we see and feel dry bones all around us. But in the presence of God anything is possible - stay out of His way and watch as dry bones rise up again in the presence of and by the power of God
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