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Discovering Our Assigned Roles  

 

(Romans 12:1-4 KJV) 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every ma n that is among you, not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man 

the measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:  

he church is the body of Christ. “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 

over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all " (Ephesians 1:22-

23). Almost every time the church is spoken of as a body in the New Testament, reference is 

made to the functional aspect of the church. In these verses Paul speaks of the fullness of the body and how 

Christ fills the church. The church is a living organism Ch rist fills to function on his behalf. Here we see the 

functional aspect of the body of Christ.  

In the text Paul is concerned about the functional aspect of the body. The body of Christ has many 

members functioning in various ways. Therefore, obviously each member of the body has a special function 

to fill.  

In the book of Romans, Paul has been talking about what God has done for us in salvaging our lives. 

Now he turns to the practical aspect of Christianity giving us insight as to how we are to function in  Christ. 

How do we begin to fill our God given role as members of the body? Paul begins answering this question in 

this chapter.  

The church main objective should be that of peace, perfection, persistence and perseverance. 

I. The Body must be Wholly Dedicated: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable un to God, 

which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your  mind, 

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Romans 12:1-2). 

A few years ago I was into cameras and during that time most of the flashes for cameras were bought 

separately. The question you wanted answered before yo u bought a particular flash was, "Is the flash unit 

dedicated to my particular brand of camera?" If the flash wasn't dedicated it would either not function at all 

or would not be fully functional. A dedicated flash was one made to fit your particular brand  of camera in a 

fully functional mode. It was compatible to all the features the body of your camera offered. If  the flash was a 

dedicated flash it formed one fully operational unit, although it was made up of two distinct pieces.  

In Romans Chapter 12, Paul is concerned about members of Christ being fully dedicated to Christ 

body in a fully functional mode. The body of Christ is made up of  many parts, which are designed to work in 

T 


Microsoft_Office_Word_Document1.docx
Discovering Our Assigned Role



[bookmark: _Toc284005437]Discovering Our Assigned Roles



(Romans 12:1-4 KJV)

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:

T

he church is the body of Christ. “And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all" (Ephesians 1:22-23). Almost every time the church is spoken of as a body in the New Testament, reference is made to the functional aspect of the church. In these verses Paul speaks of the fullness of the body and how Christ fills the church. The church is a living organism Christ fills to function on his behalf. Here we see the functional aspect of the body of Christ. 

In the text Paul is concerned about the functional aspect of the body. The body of Christ has many members functioning in various ways. Therefore, obviously each member of the body has a special function to fill. 

In the book of Romans, Paul has been talking about what God has done for us in salvaging our lives. Now he turns to the practical aspect of Christianity giving us insight as to how we are to function in Christ. How do we begin to fill our God given role as members of the body? Paul begins answering this question in this chapter. 

The church main objective should be that of peace, perfection, persistence and perseverance.

I. The Body must be Wholly Dedicated:

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Romans 12:1-2).

A few years ago I was into cameras and during that time most of the flashes for cameras were bought separately. The question you wanted answered before you bought a particular flash was, "Is the flash unit dedicated to my particular brand of camera?" If the flash wasn't dedicated it would either not function at all or would not be fully functional. A dedicated flash was one made to fit your particular brand of camera in a fully functional mode. It was compatible to all the features the body of your camera offered. If the flash was a dedicated flash it formed one fully operational unit, although it was made up of two distinct pieces. 

In Romans Chapter 12, Paul is concerned about members of Christ being fully dedicated to Christ body in a fully functional mode. The body of Christ is made up of many parts, which are designed to work in sync with every other part. To be fully functional as the body of Christ, we must get in sync with Christ as we renew our minds to transform our lives to be like Christ. If we are out of sync with the body of Christ; we must remember there is a place for each of us in the body, where we can be operative fully functional. 

"But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him" (1 Corinthians 12:18). God has made a place for each member of the body to be fully functional and dedicated. This is God's way of telling us the body of Christ needs each member. 

The way we get in sync with Christ body is to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We must remember God has assigned each of us a place in the body of Christ. We must offer ourselves as a living sacrifice when we dedicate ourselves to fill the role God has assigned us. 



II. The Body must be Workably Descriptive:

“For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness” (Romans 12:4-8).

We cannot all fill the same role. However, we can fill the role God has given us. The great Historian, Dr. G.W. Odom, Professor of the Inter-Baptist Theological Seminary, Inc. once said, “Before you are put over something, you first must learn how to be under something” case closed! 

III. The Body must be Willfully Determined:

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith (Romans 12:3). 

To function properly, we must think soberly:

I think most of us know what it means to be sober; it is to think rationally. One of the hindrances to thinking rationally is to get an inflated view of one’s self. All of us know what happens when others get an inflated view of themselves. It is the same thing that happens to you when you get an inflated view of yourself. 

What if you woke up one morning with your big toes sticking out of your eye sockets and your eyeballs were attached to where your big toes once were? If they could talk, you would ask them what they thought they were doing, only to discover that sometime during the night your eye balls and big toes had decided to exchange locations. 

Try to imagine how you would function if this occurred. First of all you have been awakened because of this excruciating pain coming from where your big toes use to be. You know how tender the eyeballs are! Well the eyeball has a sheet wrapped around it and it is hurting. So you blink your eyelid to try to correct the problem but the eyelid decided to stay put over the eye socket, and it can no longer protect the eye. So when you blink your eyelid to relieve the pain of the eyeball; one big toenail has a hangnail and it really hurts every time you blink, it feels like you have a log in your eye. 

So as you kick your foot to get the sheet off the eyeball to relieve the pain, it just intensifies. So you jump out of bed and black your eyes as they hit the floor trying to be your big toes. It hurts so bad you try to keep your eyeballs from touching the floor as you walk and you fall flat on your face and stump both of your big toes, which are sticking out of your eye sockets. 

You see your big toes are responsible for eighty percent of your balance when you walk. So you manage to get up off the floor, but you try to walk on your heels to keep the pressure off your blackened eyeballs. As you swing your right foot around the end of the bed, trying not to stump your eye on the end of the bed, you swing your foot out a little too far and bust your eye on the corner of the dresser, because your big toes can't see where your eyes are going. 

So you sit down and have a talk with your eyeballs and your big toes to instruct them to get back in their assigned roles, but both are adamant about staying where they are. Their refusal to function in their assigned roles affects the whole body's ability to function properly. 

Sometimes one of the hardest things to do is to get someone out of a position they have coveted but are not qualified to fill. Allowing them to stay there makes the body ineffective, and getting them out disrupts the whole body for it is a matter of major surgery. 

Whatever the position God is calling each of us to fulfill is not an inferior position. It is not always easy to figure out how God wants you to function or what part you are supposed to play. We usually discover where God wants us by trial and error. 

If you fill your role with the help of the Holy Spirit, realizing God is standing beside you, ready to deliver you from the mouth of the lion; then you can step out on God's power to accomplish his will in and through you. If you are worried about filling God's assigned role, remember you have the Holy Spirit who lives in you to strengthen you, and remember “The Lord is at your side.” 
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