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I Got The Pastor’s Back 

 

 

I Got the Pastor’s Back 

(1

 

Kings 19:21 KJV) 

 

And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments 

of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him . 

early nine centuries before Christ, Ahab, king of Israel, married the daughter of the pagan 

king of a neighboring country. During the 22 years of his reign, the  name of his wife 

became a household word more accurately, a household curse!  Yes Jezebel was her named. 

This manipulative woman Jezebel manipulated everyone she met and repeatedly defied the Word of God 

spoken through the prophet Elijah. Jezebel always got her way and woe unto those unfortunate enough to get 

in her way! Her happiness depended on being on the top of others; even to this day, she abides with the 

record of Scripture as an embodiment of a power-hungry and unreachable heart of animosity and outraged. 

In the text we read about Elijah, he is larger-than-life. He is faithful, confident, and authoritative. He 

is able to bring about miracles through prayer, even raising the dead and calling fire down from heaven. He is 

able to confront a powerful king and accuse him of sin, and he dares to challenge a large crowd of people 

who follow the god Baal. In this chapter we find the prophet Elijah an intimidated, suicidal, self doubting yet 

self-righteous whiner who is on the run. 

God spoke encouraging words to Elijah the Tishbite the prophet "Yet I have left me seven thousand in 

Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him" (1 Kings 19:18), at a time 

when he felt very lonely and thought he was about to die be cause of ministerial depression.  

While these accounts shock us, they also serve to help us. How? They remind us that depression is a 

common experience. It is something that often happens in life. In other words, if you go through a time of 

depression, you are not alone. Notice these facts concerning depression.   

 Depression affects all classes, races, ages, groups and genders of people.   

 17.6 million Americans will deal with some form of depression this year.   

 One out of every five Americans can expect to deal with depression in their lifetime.   

 The rate of clinical depression is twice that of men. Statistics teach that one person out of 

every seven will need some form of professional help in dealing with depression in their 

lifetime.  

 The National Institute of Mental Health estimated that depression cost the nation between 

$30-$44 billion in 1990. In addition, over 2 million work days are lost each year due to 

depression. 

  Depression is not something to mess with! If you are dealing with depression, get help!   

Listen to why Elijah was so depressed and tired of this intrusive oxymoron!  

Jezebel was a callous iniquitous woman. During the reign of Ahab, Elijah  exfoliated 450 of their false 

prophets. So, Jezebel in rage sent a personal message to Elijah, " So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make 

not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time" (1 Kings 19:2). Jezebel intended to kill him that very 

day or the next day at the latest. 
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(1 Kings 19:21 KJV)



And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.

N

early nine centuries before Christ, Ahab, king of Israel, married the daughter of the pagan king of a neighboring country. During the 22 years of his reign, the name of his wife became a household word more accurately, a household curse! Yes Jezebel was her named. This manipulative woman Jezebel manipulated everyone she met and repeatedly defied the Word of God spoken through the prophet Elijah. Jezebel always got her way and woe unto those unfortunate enough to get in her way! Her happiness depended on being on the top of others; even to this day, she abides with the record of Scripture as an embodiment of a power-hungry and unreachable heart of animosity and outraged.

In the text we read about Elijah, he is larger-than-life. He is faithful, confident, and authoritative. He is able to bring about miracles through prayer, even raising the dead and calling fire down from heaven. He is able to confront a powerful king and accuse him of sin, and he dares to challenge a large crowd of people who follow the god Baal. In this chapter we find the prophet Elijah an intimidated, suicidal, self doubting yet self-righteous whiner who is on the run.

God spoke encouraging words to Elijah the Tishbite the prophet "Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him" (1 Kings 19:18), at a time when he felt very lonely and thought he was about to die because of ministerial depression. 

While these accounts shock us, they also serve to help us. How? They remind us that depression is a common experience. It is something that often happens in life. In other words, if you go through a time of depression, you are not alone. Notice these facts concerning depression. 

· Depression affects all classes, races, ages, groups and genders of people. 

· 17.6 million Americans will deal with some form of depression this year. 

· One out of every five Americans can expect to deal with depression in their lifetime. 

· The rate of clinical depression is twice that of men. Statistics teach that one person out of every seven will need some form of professional help in dealing with depression in their lifetime. 

· The National Institute of Mental Health estimated that depression cost the nation between $30-$44 billion in 1990. In addition, over 2 million work days are lost each year due to depression.

·  Depression is not something to mess with! If you are dealing with depression, get help! 

Listen to why Elijah was so depressed and tired of this intrusive oxymoron! 

Jezebel was a callous iniquitous woman. During the reign of Ahab, Elijah exfoliated 450 of their false prophets. So, Jezebel in rage sent a personal message to Elijah," So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time" (1 Kings 19:2). Jezebel intended to kill him that very day or the next day at the latest.

Instead of Elijah standing, like he did before Ahab and the prophets of Baal, Elijah tucks his tail and get out of town. Elijah overcame all the obstacles that he faced in the pass. He now decides to run from the presence of Jezebel. 



In the past Elijah had faced and survived, dry Brook University, He faced the empty barrel of not enough, He faced the dead boy who escaped the hands of death, and He faced the prophets of Baal and the lack of rain.

 

Elijah saw the Lord close the heavens and there was no rain upon his request for 3 ½ years, He saw the Lord replenish the meal barrel, He saw the Lord raise the boy, He saw the Lord consume the sacrifice upon Mount Carmel, He seen the Lord enable the prophet to destroy the false prophets and he runs from Jezreel to the southern border of Judah approximately 125 miles away from Jezebel. In the eyes of Elijah, Jezebel was fugitively obsolete at first, and perhaps an inconsiderable problem but that’s not the ultimate issue here. 



Listen! Ahab is all quite in this matter. He’s not instructing his wife in this matter to leave this preacher alone, but tucks his tail between his legs. 



I just want to interject a few thoughts right here. Jezebel is a typical domineering woman. Her actions prove this to be true. First, she made all the decisions in this matter. Secondly, she performed Ahab's job her way. Thirdly, she used scheming and intimidation tactics when she saw her defenseless husband (king of Israel) beginning to cave into any kind of pressure. Ahab, on the other hand is a true henpecked husband. He may have been the king, but Jezebel wore the crown in that castle! She was the boss, and he was her servant!



 Elijah does that which is irrational and runs away from it all. I mean when you are kicked by a mule, stand up, stand still, watch the salvation of the Lord and just consider the source! When a carnal person kicks at your efforts and works that you’ve accomplished, just ignore them and carry on.

It is a danger to threaten the man of God especially the pastor. Rather if it’s openly or discreetly. When the pastor is disturbed, and his feelings are damaged when people have pre-motives to make him seem powerless and challenges his administration, authority, affirmation and doctrinal views, somebody should to have common sense of concern to not only say, but show and tell others in-spite of our indifferences, “I Got the Pastor’s Back!” 

I like Elijah’s response to Jezebel, even though he ran away on foot, and kept on running for more than a month he didn’t run for the reasons we would expect. He honestly thought he was the last person in the country who truly loved and honored God, and if he was killed, there would be no one else left who would serve Him. In Elijah’s day many people lost their faith, firmness and focus. But God still had His seven thousand who were committed to Him!

So, Elijah said "I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away" (1 Kings 19:14).

Elijah was in a bad situation and was extremely upset. He was in what we might call "a walk through a dark valley" of life, because of his people and out of love for God. 

When Israel did fall as a nation, those "seven thousand" were conquered. When captivity happened, they went into captivity, too. We as believers must understand, bad things do happen to good people, and when they do, God uses those circumstances to bring us even closer to Christ who sacrificed his life for us. The "bad" times changes us and draws us closer to Him.

The Prophet Elijah journeyed into the wilderness. He sits down under a Juniper tree; throws in the towel and asks God to take his life. If he really wanted to die, why didn't he just stay in Jezreel and let Jezebel take care of it for him? Elijah had reached rock bottom. He sat down and he gave up. Elijah felt that life was no longer worth living. 

Elijah goes upon Mount Horeb. This mountain was a place of great significance for the children of Israel. Here, Moses had met God by a burning bush. It was here that God had handed down His law to the people of Israel. Perhaps, Elijah went here so that he too might hear the voice of God. When he arrives he goes into a cave, and sits down to wait for God to speak. 

The Lord's voice does come to the prophet in that cave. He asks Elijah this question:

"Elijah, what are you doing in a cave on Mount Horeb? Did I not send you to preach to my people Israel? Shouldn't you be in Israel leading my people in a great revival? I didn't call you to run to this cave and hide yourself away. I called you to stand before kings, to defy false gods and prophets and to be an example of righteousness for the people of Israel.”

While Elijah stood in that cave on Mount Horeb, the Lord passed by. First, there was a great strong wind that rent the mountain, then an earthquake that shook the mountain to its foundation. After that there was a great fire. However, we are told that the Lord was in neither of these. After that, there was a still, small voice. What the earthquake and the fire could not do, the small still voice did. The infinite voice touched Elijah's heart!

Elijah is told to return to Israel; there, he is to anoint two kings and a prophet (Elisha). He is given an important assignment from the Lord. He is given evidence that the Lord is not finished with his life. Elisha was to be a companion to Elijah and would take Elijah's place when his ministry ended. I like the concluding words of this chapter, "And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him "(1 Kings 19:21). 

God knew that the burdens Elijah carried were too heavy for him to bear alone. So God gave him a confidant, a friend, a peer. He gave him Elisha one to walk beside him through the valleys and through the difficulties of life. Elisha can truly say, “I Got the Pastor’s Back!”

Elijah ached for his people and loved His God. He grieved they had turned from God. In result God blessed him. As Elijah departed he found Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21), who was to be his student, his friend, and eventually his successor. God’s people are all around, but so often we do not recognize them for what they are worth. 

Elijah’s eyes were opened and he instantaneously saw someone just like himself. They may be different than we expect, just like the Bible is different from other books, but it is full of the Holy Spirit and so are God’s people.

You know who they are. They eventually learn to laugh when things go wrong. "Bad" state of affairs brings them closer to God. They find love and forgiveness for those who harm them. They trust in God when everything goes wrong. They can praise God in everything you bring their way.

Look at him now! We find Elijah well on the road to recuperation. He is back, and he is serving God once again. The Lord's ministry in his life has delivered him from the threshold of death and of shipwreck. Moreover, many of you need that ministry today. You are on the verge of quitting on the Lord. You are discouraged and defeated. But God is the answer to all of your personal problems. 
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