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Stop Playing Church 

 

(Exodus 33:1-3 KJV) 

And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the 

land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: 

And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the 

Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of 

thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way. 

orship is enjoying the presence of God. We respond to God with worship, because worship is 

simply giving God what is fitting. He is praiseworthy, not only for his power but also for his     

compassion. 

 

Worship is a way of life. We offer our bodies and minds as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1 -2). We 

worship God when we share the gospel (Romans 15:16). We worship God when we giv e financial offerings 

(Philippians 4:18). We worship God when we help other people (Hebrews 13:16). We say that he is worthy, 

worth our time, attention, and allegiance. We praise his glory, and his humility in becoming one of us for our 

sakes. We praise his righteousness and his mercy. We praise him for the way He really is. 

 

In (Exodus 33:1-3), God gave the children of Israel His protection, provision, and His promise, but 

not His presence. The reason God exempted His presence was because of their worship.   

 

God had authorized Moses to move forward with the plans of leading the children of Israel toward 

the promise land. God specifically informed Moses; He would not provide His presence because of their 

immorality. 

 

 

God is omnipresence, but what really aggravated God to the point that He preferred not to 

provide His Shekinah Glory amongst His chosen people?  

 

I. The Despicable Crime: 

And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said,  These 

be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; an d 

Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered 

burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. And the LORD 

said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves : 

They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have 

worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the la nd of 

Egypt. And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me 

alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation  

(Exodus 32:4-10). 
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(Exodus 33:1-3 KJV)

And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way.

W

orship is enjoying the presence of God. We respond to God with worship, because worship is simply giving God what is fitting. He is praiseworthy, not only for his power but also for his    compassion.



Worship is a way of life. We offer our bodies and minds as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2). We worship God when we share the gospel (Romans 15:16). We worship God when we give financial offerings (Philippians 4:18). We worship God when we help other people (Hebrews 13:16). We say that he is worthy, worth our time, attention, and allegiance. We praise his glory, and his humility in becoming one of us for our sakes. We praise his righteousness and his mercy. We praise him for the way He really is.



In (Exodus 33:1-3), God gave the children of Israel His protection, provision, and His promise, but not His presence. The reason God exempted His presence was because of their worship. 



God had authorized Moses to move forward with the plans of leading the children of Israel toward the promise land. God specifically informed Moses; He would not provide His presence because of their immorality.





God is omnipresence, but what really aggravated God to the point that He preferred not to provide His Shekinah Glory amongst His chosen people?



I. The Despicable Crime:

And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation (Exodus 32:4-10).

Moses was upon Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments from the Lord. In the absent of Moses, his brother Aaron led the people in a revolt against God. The people gave Aaron their bracelets and earrings; out of which Aaron made a golden calf that the people worshiped. Due to their sin, the Lord decided to remove His presence from them.  He would give the people His shelter and shield. He would fulfill His promise to give them the land of Canaan. But He would not go with them into the land. 



These people were considered Gods children. He watched over them; even though he was an invisible God. He still illuminated his protection, provision and presence, despite their conditions, because of the intermediary Moses their leader.



II. The Dispensed Consequences:



And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned a great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin. And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written (Exodus 32:30-32).



Moses descends the mountain, and sees the idolatry and immorality among the Israelites. He breaks the Ten Commandments, melts down and grinds the Golden Calf into powder, mixes it with water and forces the people to drink of it! Moses rebukes Aaron and orders the Levites to kill three thousand of the primary troublemakers.



III. The Direct Command:

And the LORD said unto Moses, Depart, and go up hence, thou and the people which thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it:  And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite: Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people: lest I consume thee in the way. And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments (Exodus 33:1-4). 

Many Christians today do not have the conscious presence of God in their lives. They are going about establishing their own righteousness but not according to Gods righteousness.



As children of God we shouldn’t settle only for God’s protection, His provision, or even the Promised Land, without His presence.  When you have the presence of God, you need nothing more, and you should settle for nothing less.

 

There are four things that will rob us of God manifested presence in our lives; which are the archenemy of worship.

· Direct Disobedience:

And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt (Exodus 32:7-8).

Many people confess faith in the Lord Jesus, but do not have His presence in their lives. And they do not have the assurance of their salvation.  When we willingly and knowingly disobey God, we grieve the Holy Spirit. When we grieve the Holy Spirit, we then quench the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is to us what the pillar of cloud and fire was to the children of Israel.  



And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people (Exodus 13:21-22).  



The Holy Spirit is God’s manifested presence in our lives. When we deliberately disobey God, we grieve the Spirit and quench the Spirit, and when we do that, God ceases to be real in our lives.  



· Divided Devotion: (Exodus 32:4)



The Golden Calf caused a Divided Devotion. An idol is anything we love more, fear more, serve more, and trust more than God. 



· Is there anyone or anything that takes precedence over God in your life? 

· Is there anyone or anything that is a greater controlling factor of your behavior than God? 

· Is there a relationship that means more to you? 

· Is there a treasure that means more to you? 

· Is there anything that gets more of your attention than God? 



· Displaced Dependence:

They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt (Exodus 32: 8).

When God gives us a victory and we give the glory to someone or something else, we then depend upon that other person or thing rather than upon God, and we will lose the presence of God in our lives. 



· Determined Defiance:

And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: (Exodus 32:9).

“Stiff necked” is the opposite of being meek and pliable. 

· Is there someone God has laid on your heart to witness to, but you haven’t witnessed to that person? 

· Has God given you an impulse to serve in a specific capacity, but you have refused? 

· Has God laid something on your heart that He wants you to give? 

· Has God laid someone on your heart with whom you need to apologize to and to reconcile? 

· Has God been telling you that there is a wrong relationship in your life that you need to break off? 



Moses did not want to go without the Lord’s presence:

And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence (Exodus 33:15).



Do not settle for anything less than God’s presence in your life.

· God needs workers who will pick up their tools and work at any cost!

· God needs warriors who are willing to fight at any cost!

· God needs worshipers who are willing to worship him at any cost!



The purpose of our worship is to glorify, honor, praise, exalt, and please God. Our worship must show our adoration and loyalty to God for His grace in providing us with the way to escape the bondage of sin, so we can have the salvation He so much wants to give us. The nature of the worship God demands is the prostration of our souls before Him in humble and contrite submission. (James 4:6, 10) tells us, “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. “Our worship to God should be is a very humble and reverent action.
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