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The Pastor’s Love Day 

 

 

The Pastor’s Love Day 

(Matthew 26:6-13 KJV) 

 

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, There came unto him a woman having an 

alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat  at meat. But when his disciples 

saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? For this ointment might have been sold 

for much, and given to the poor. When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? 

for she hath wrought a good work upon me. For ye have the poor always with  you; but me ye have not always. 

For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial. Verily I say unto you, 

Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, 

be told for a memorial of her.  

 

 

ne day Jesus was in Bethany at the home of a man known as Simon the Leper. Jesus was probably 

there because the family wanted to thank Him for curing Simon's leprosy. While entertaining each 

other something unusual happens, that surprises everyone. A woman with strange unethical 

uncustomary conduct appears out of nowhere and startles the guests.   

 

I. The Conduct of this Woman: 

 

Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very 

precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat (Matthew 26:6-7). 

 

 

While Jesus was reclining at the table, enjoying the food and company of His friends, and disciples, 

this woman entered in and couldn't restrain herself from Jesus. She had to express her love and devotion to 

Him. So, she took a flask of perfume and broke the neck of the expensive marble jar and poured  the perfume 

on Him.  

This lowly woman was just like what the 21

st

 century church folks call; a second-class citizen in a 

forgotten Roman occupied territory. There was no earthly reason for anyone to commend her, let alone listen 

to her. And yet this woman stood in the gap and organized a last minute love day for Jesus who well deserved 

to be the honoree. However, she couldn’t honor a man like Jesus who already owned everything , but it was 

the thought that counted the most.  

It wasn’t Samuel who came with his oil to anoint this King of kings. It wasn’t the chief priests who 

were so heavenly minded, that they were no earthly good, nor was it the wisest of the Pharisees who came to 

anoint the Messiah.  

Instead, a humble woman came in with her love for Jesus and broke over his head what was probably 

her most precious earthly possession. 
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II. The Cost of this Gift:

But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor (Matthew 26:8-9).

a) It Cost Her Currency:



The Gospel of Mark, he tells us it represented more than a year's wages.



For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her (Mark 14:5).

The disciples became angry. Surprised by the selfless act, their first concern was over the purchase price of what was sacrificed, rather than the act itself. This woman had freely poured out her treasure on Jesus. From a heart of faith she anointed his head with oil. 

b) It Cost Her Criticism:

 The disciples judged her with a critical eye; while using the poor as an excuse they hid what really offended them. What they were really angry about was the excess of her sacrifice and that she had emptied all of it on Jesus. 

I can hear Judas getting all this drama kicked off and disturbing the other brethrens by saying, “Jesus isn’t worth breaking the whole flask over Him?” She should have given Him a few drops, “It would have been better to sell the perfume to support the poor.” “It really doesn’t take all that for Jesus. He puts his pants on just like we do.” What disrespect, what a bad comment to interject concerning the leader among the others who followed Jesus’ leadership.

How often are Christians mocked for doing too much rather than too little? What was done to Jesus by this woman will stand as an eternal example for us. We too should pour out our hearts in love as well. We too should be inspired to exercise our faith giving generously, even if it’s embarrassing. 



Here is Judas, who wanted to be in charge. He was not interested in listening to neither Jesus nor any disciple who were strong supporters of Jesus. Judas wanted to dictate how things are to be handled, as well as when they should be accomplished. Judas wanted his opinions valued and he wanted his values respected. Judas wanted his concerns taken seriously. If nothing else, Judas wanted to call the shots to be sure no one else is calling them.



I wonder if there are any Judas’ still lurking within our churches? I pray they experience Jesus; the next time the doors are open for authentic worship. 



Joshua suggested to the children of Israel “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15)” Stop listening to Judas’ in the church and serve the Lord.



He wasn’t a team player, but a team persecutor of Leadership. If things weren’t his way; he held hostage a serious attitude. Judas was an instigator who planted and grew, the seed of discourse in the hearts of the others, and all of this was over money. Instead of giving Jesus something out of the ministry bag for Jesus’ love day celebration. He complained about what the woman gave. What was he really saying? He was saying, “Jesus wasn’t worth a dime!” He didn’t value Jesus’ leadership.

In this day and time people do not value and know what it is to be an effective Pastor. It is a dangerous job. Pastoring isn’t easy! Here’s a short list of his responsibilities.

The Pastoral Duties:

He must pray and study the scriptures, oversee and lead the church, act by Gods authority, teach the bible correctly, preach the uncompromising gospel, visit and pray for the sick, and rightly use money and power. He must protect the church from false teachers, discipline unrepentant Christians, developing other leaders and teachers, watch over every member of the flock, and visit the flock to know their state. A Pastor must administer the ordinances of the church, perform marriages and home-going services, model Christ likeness, love the people although some don’t care for him, pray down heaven’s glory, quench hell’s fire, promote family religion and prepare and deliver sermons. He must also assist in church financial matters, oversee management of all areas of the congregation's ministry, support, oversee and evaluate congregational staff, hold regular staff meetings to coordinate ministries, and try to stay alive while doing all that!

III. The Compliment of this Gift:

When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial. Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her (Matthew: 26:10-13).

The Lord of the Universe is now dripping with perfume. He commends her, and the woman is praised in the presence of Jesus and his disciples. Although, the matter simply could have ended there, Jesus went on. 

He wanted to teach us something about the deeper beauties of this woman. She had anointed him for the death-shattering task he would face in just three days. In her gift of love, this woman prepared the Son of the Living God, for the tomb. A tomb that would try to hold him, but wouldn’t. It would be a tomb that would try to claim him, but couldn’t keep Him. 

Remember, nothing makes the journey more enjoyable than ministering to members that love their pastor as he loves them. I heard a story concerning a pastor that was struggling with discouragement. He had left a successful business to oversee a fledgling flock. In 10 years, his leadership helped them get out of crippling debt, quadruple the church attendance, move into an attractive building, and internally strengthen discipleship and membership. He did not receive a raise, and at his 10 year celebration, the church gave him a plaque and a cake. Thankfully, he will one day receive his due appreciation. (1 Peter 5:4) says, “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”
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