

image1.emf
They Gathered At the Cross 

 

 

They Gathered At the Cross 

 

(Luke 23:33-37 KJV) 

And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, 

one on the right hand, and the other on the left. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 

what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers 

also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself,  if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 

And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying, If thou be the king 

of the Jews, save thyself. 

here have been many world disasters and tragedies, such as war, disease, floods, winds, and 

earthquakes that have killed hundreds of people and rendered millions homeless.   

 

However there is one tragedy that outweighs all world tragedies put together. This transpired over 

2,000 years ago. Whereas, the Son of God hung six hours on the cross, on a hill called Calvary; also known as 

Golgotha or the Place of the Skull.  

 

While hanging on the cross, Jesus our kinsman redeemer authorized the sun to hide its face. He 

made the earth stagger like a drunken man. He made the mountains trembled as if they were horrified. He 

allowed the dead to rise from their graves, and caused the great veil of the temple to split from top to bottom.  

 

This was the world’s greatest tragedy ever to occur. The question is often asked, "Who crucified 

Jesus?" Have you ever wondered if it was the Romans who Mark would write to? Or was it Pilate the 

governor of Rome who was responsible?  

 

What about the Jews who Matthew would write to? Did the Jews crucify Jesus? The disciples were 

Jews. The apostles were Jews. John, the beloved, was a Jew. John the Baptist was a Jew. Peter, who preached 

the great Pentecost sermon, was a Jew. The nearest and dearest to the heart of Jesus were all Jews.  

 

Therefore the center of the question is not who; but what crucified Jesus? Whatever drove Jesus to 

Calvary is still active and busy today for Jesus is still being crucified each and every day. There were crowds of 

people around the three crosses, who made up of different kinds of people. Try for a moment to locate your -

self in this crowd, for each of us belongs to one of these different groups of people that were at the cross.  

 

The first crowd we observe that gathered at the cross was: 

 

I. Those who Disrespected Jesus while on the Cross:  

They watched Him while on the cross.  It was a celebration for them to watch Jesus suffer. There 

were some in the crowd who openly opposed Jesus and made havoc of him. There were some who actually 

hated Jesus called the Sanhedrin council. The Sanhedrin council showed such disrespect  of His ability to 

expose their sins and redefine their laws. 

 

 He demolished their religious views and had shown them up for what they really were. They were 

blind, guilty, deceptive, dishonest and hypocritical.  
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(Luke 23:33-37 KJV)

And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

T

here have been many world disasters and tragedies, such as war, disease, floods, winds, and earthquakes that have killed hundreds of people and rendered millions homeless. 



However there is one tragedy that outweighs all world tragedies put together. This transpired over 2,000 years ago. Whereas, the Son of God hung six hours on the cross, on a hill called Calvary; also known as Golgotha or the Place of the Skull. 



While hanging on the cross, Jesus our kinsman redeemer authorized the sun to hide its face. He made the earth stagger like a drunken man. He made the mountains trembled as if they were horrified. He allowed the dead to rise from their graves, and caused the great veil of the temple to split from top to bottom. 



This was the world’s greatest tragedy ever to occur. The question is often asked, "Who crucified Jesus?" Have you ever wondered if it was the Romans who Mark would write to? Or was it Pilate the governor of Rome who was responsible? 



What about the Jews who Matthew would write to? Did the Jews crucify Jesus? The disciples were Jews. The apostles were Jews. John, the beloved, was a Jew. John the Baptist was a Jew. Peter, who preached the great Pentecost sermon, was a Jew. The nearest and dearest to the heart of Jesus were all Jews.



Therefore the center of the question is not who; but what crucified Jesus? Whatever drove Jesus to Calvary is still active and busy today for Jesus is still being crucified each and every day. There were crowds of people around the three crosses, who made up of different kinds of people. Try for a moment to locate your-self in this crowd, for each of us belongs to one of these different groups of people that were at the cross.



The first crowd we observe that gathered at the cross was:



I. Those who Disrespected Jesus while on the Cross:

They watched Him while on the cross.  It was a celebration for them to watch Jesus suffer. There were some in the crowd who openly opposed Jesus and made havoc of him. There were some who actually hated Jesus called the Sanhedrin council. The Sanhedrin council showed such disrespect of His ability to expose their sins and redefine their laws.



 He demolished their religious views and had shown them up for what they really were. They were blind, guilty, deceptive, dishonest and hypocritical. 



I believe with my sanctified imagination that the meat market man was in the crowd, whom Jesus authorized the devils to enter into his swine; causing them to drown themselves in the sea. This man lost ten-thousand hams. He loss plenty of breakfast bacon, hog head cheese, four thousand pickled pigs’ feet, hog maws, pork sausages, hot links, pork tenderloins, and Chitlins.



The meat market man wouldn’t have missed this event to save his life. So many were there in the crowd who opposed Jesus! Many groups in the crowd are duplicated today. The divine spotlight is on every dishonest business person, every crooked politician, every publisher who indulges himself in printed impurities, promoter of sexual literature, movies and television programs, including violators of judicial and morals laws. 



These types of individuals dislike preachers, churches, and true Christians. They are quick to find some church scandal or some church members fault. 



There are only two sides in the eyes of God. There’s the side of the Saviour and the side of Satan. If one has not believed in Jesus that person is in that disrespectful crowd.



      The second crowd we observe that gathered at the cross was:





I. Those who Deserted Jesus while on the Cross:



There were those who gathered around the crosses who had no feelings for anybody on those crosses, especially the one called Jesus.



In fact, every church, denomination, and community has these kinds of people. These are the church members who have moved away; taking everything with them except their church membership.



These are those who don't really care about the work of Jesus. Their children grow up in a place where the name of Jesus is obsolete. In the home there’s not much prayer, and not one individual has a mindset to ever witness to anyone. They give very little if anything monetarily in support of the ministry of the church. They call themselves "Christians" when asked by someone, but would God call them one of His disciples? They have deserted Jesus!





· Where was Peter? He was nowhere to be found in the crowd! He Deserted Jesus. As a matter of fact it was Simon Peter who informed Jesus, that he would die in His place but where is he?






· Where was Joseph? He was nowhere to be found in the crowd. He also deserted Jesus! Theologians suggest that Joseph was deceased. But if that was the case, Jesus would have raised Joseph up! So he would be at His crucifixion. 



They deserted Jesus! Ask yourself, “When was the last time you deserted Jesus?”



The third crowd we observe that gathered at the cross was:



III. Those who Desired Jesus while on the Cross:

In small numbers, some of the Lord's close friends were there because they loved Jesus enough to share the shame, and hate of the crowd. They shared Jesus agony and disappointments. They lingered there until Jesus sent them away.

“Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home” (John 19:25-27).

Since Jesus was the oldest son. It was His responsibility to always see that His mother was cared for. This was a Jewish custom and also part of honoring one's parents in accordance with the commandment. 



 As Jesus knew that His death was near, though He was agonizing in severe pain, knowing that He was about to make the ultimate sacrifice according to God’s plan; His last physical concern was to make provisions for His mother, whom He deeply respected and dearly loved. 



The church group is still small today. There are so few among the millions on church rolls who would go with Jesus all the way to Calvary.  In church memberships there are groups who may be counted true to Jesus and His Gospel. What would become of the Church if not for these few?



What crowd would you have involved yourself? Jesus is only interested in those who are among the desired crowd.
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