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Top Priority of Authentic Worship  

 

(John 4:24 KJV) 

 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in        spirit and in truth. 

he worshiping of God is a matter of great importance and great significance, as it is clearly seen in 

God’s word. The word “worship” is found 119 times in the entire Bible.    

 

So, what is worship? In scripture the word “worship” is Proskuneo – (pros-koo-neh'-o) which means in 

simplicity: To kiss ones hand is a token of reverence.  

 

In studying the custom and manners among the Orientals, especially the Persians, they had to fall 

upon their knees, and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence.   

 

In the Old Testament and New Testament, a few forms of true worship consisted of dressing out in 

sack cloth and ashes, kneeling, and lying prostrate before the Lord to express respect and or to make 

supplication. This was considered true worship between dust and divinity, cre ature and creator, finite and 

infinite. 

 

God authorizes six items of worship: 

 Singing (1 Cor. 14:15). 

 Praying (Acts 2:42). 

 Preaching (Acts 20:7). 

 Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:20-30). 

 Baptism (Matthew 28:19). 

 Giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

All acts of worship must be carried out as God has commanded. 

However sadly, I have discovered that many people evidently do not enjoy true authentic worship for 

several reasons.  

 

 They are late in arriving to worship. 

 They leave early before the conclusion of the worship. 

 They seem disinterested while in worship and can’t wait until it’s over.   

Many church services start extremely cold and calloused. Satan has become the coroner. So when the 

clock hand, strikes its allocated curfew in the worship. The church gives up her dead.  

Jesus castigated the woman in the text who perceived Him to be a prophet . He exposed this 

Samaritan woman sins in a way that a man had never done before. This woman  knew she had to make peace 

with God for her sins. She didn’t have a husband of her own. She seems to be a type of street woman, who 

made the worship of God so narrow by explaining to Jesus that when the Samaritans worshiped God , it was 
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(John 4:24 KJV)

 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in        spirit and in truth.

T

he worshiping of God is a matter of great importance and great significance, as it is clearly seen in God’s word. The word “worship” is found 119 times in the entire Bible.  



So, what is worship? In scripture the word “worship” is Proskuneo – (pros-koo-neh'-o) which means in simplicity: To kiss ones hand is a token of reverence. 



In studying the custom and manners among the Orientals, especially the Persians, they had to fall upon their knees, and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence. 



In the Old Testament and New Testament, a few forms of true worship consisted of dressing out in sack cloth and ashes, kneeling, and lying prostrate before the Lord to express respect and or to make supplication. This was considered true worship between dust and divinity, creature and creator, finite and infinite.



God authorizes six items of worship:

· Singing (1 Cor. 14:15).

· Praying (Acts 2:42).

· Preaching (Acts 20:7).

· Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:20-30).

· Baptism (Matthew 28:19).

· Giving (1 Cor. 16:1-2).

All acts of worship must be carried out as God has commanded.

However sadly, I have discovered that many people evidently do not enjoy true authentic worship for several reasons. 



· They are late in arriving to worship.

· They leave early before the conclusion of the worship.

· They seem disinterested while in worship and can’t wait until it’s over. 

Many church services start extremely cold and calloused. Satan has become the coroner. So when the clock hand, strikes its allocated curfew in the worship. The church gives up her dead. 

Jesus castigated the woman in the text who perceived Him to be a prophet. He exposed this Samaritan woman sins in a way that a man had never done before. This woman knew she had to make peace with God for her sins. She didn’t have a husband of her own. She seems to be a type of street woman, who made the worship of God so narrow by explaining to Jesus that when the Samaritans worshiped God, it was always in the mountain where their forefathers worshiped. Jesus then explains to this woman. She can’t limit God just to the mountain and Jerusalem. 

God is omnipresent. He’s every where all at the same time. The worship of God should be involved in everything we do every day. We are to honor Him, glorify Him, and praise Him in all things. We must worship God "in spirit and in truth." Furthermore, in the Spirit of Christ we must worship Him. 

Our love must be love that we see reflected in Christ. What did He do? How did He reveal His love? Was it in coming down for His own reward? 

Christ in his self existence condescended Himself, and gave up His throne. He condescended Himself to be conceived in the womb, and birthed with a sinless nature. He condescended Himself to eat with publicans and sinners. He condescended Himself to die for sinners like us. He condescended and humbled Himself to fulfill our needs. That’s the Spirit of Christ; a spirit that every believer should posses. 



Let’s take a closer look at the Observance of Our Worship:



I. The Observance of Our Worship:



But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him (John 4:23).

Jesus is saying “a time is coming,” “the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth” (4:23), there will no longer be any Temple, either in Jerusalem or Samaria. The same truth is set forth in the Book of Revelation, “And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” (Revelation 21:22). With the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, one witnesses the new concept of “in Spirit and truth.” Jesus, in his conversation with the woman of Samaria, tells how this eschatological time and its worship of God are to be understood. 

When we come to worship we must be participants and not spectators, many "worshippers" come to Church services filled with worldliness. Their minds and hearts are preoccupied with things of the world rather than with the Lord God and their worship of Him.



In fact, coming to church infected with the world virus of hostile attitudes, and fault finding motive will rob ones spiritual worship benefits and bring bitterness into the soul.



In true worship we must remember we are not the main attraction. God should be the main attraction, and our aim then should be to please God, and never worry about how strange men may take inventory of our worship.



However, some say, “I just don’t get anything out of worship. The pastor just seems to be preaching the same old antique messages that we’ve been hearing for years.” 




This type of demonic, derogative, depressing, delineative statement is a false concept of authentic worship. If you are not getting anything out of worship; it’s because you’re not putting enough into it. Satan has stolen your main focus.



The problem with the church these days is too much lip service, and not enough worshiping service. The Holy Scriptures gives a direct definitive endorsement to this profound statement.



"This people honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. Howbeit in vain do they worship Me"(Matthew 15:8).



A believer who has fallen out of the will of God cannot worship God in spirit and truth. Their heart has caused them to distance themselves from the Lord God, and the only thing they are offering is lip services.



A person can be sincere, generous, zealous, devout and regular in church attendance. Yet be no more effective of worshipping the Lord God; than a person without a tongue singing in the church choir.

Jesus as God deserves to be worshiped. He has been worshiped as God from his first minutes on the earth. Let’s trace the ways that Jesus was worshiped as described in the Gospel eyewitness accounts of His life.

The wise men worshiped Him from the moment He was born:

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way (Matthew 2:10-12).

The leper worshiped Him at his healing: 


And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean” (Matthew 8:2). 

The synagogue ruler worshiped Him: 


While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, “My daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live.” And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples (Matthew 9:18-19). 


The disciples worshiped Him in the boat:

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, “Of a truth thou art the Son of God” (Matthew 14:32-33). 




The Canaanite woman worshiped Him: 


Then came she and worshipped him, saying, “Lord, help me.” But he answered and said, “It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs” (Matthew 15:25-26). 

The mother of James and John worshipped Him:

Then came to him the mother of Zebedees children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And he said unto her, “What wilt thou?” She saith unto him, “Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom” (Matthew 20:20-21). 

The blind man worshiped Him at his healing: 


Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?” And Jesus said unto him, “Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.” And he said, “Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him” (John 9:35-38). 


The women worshiped Him at the empty tomb:

And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “All hail.” And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, “Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me” (Matthew 28:8-10). 

                     The disciples worshiped Him at the Ascension: 


Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted (Matthew 28:16-17). 



Let’s take a closer look at the Object of Our Worship:


II. The Object of Our Worship:

 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

The place of worship is not what’s important! What is important is the object of our worship.

God is seriously concerned about how we worship Him. He gives specific commands about how He wants to be glorified, according to His standards and not our own standards. There is no choice in the matter of worship given to people; but one way to worship God.



Those who have been born again and regenerated, and who are resting upon the atoning sacrificial work of the Lord Jesus Christ can’t help but to worship the Lord God. There are no options. It’s an opportunity of continuance to praise Him. Let’s Worship Him!
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